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- KERALA-MAHA GHARITRAM 


PARTI 


BY K.N. GOPALA PILLAI. 
Rs. 3. 


- Sufficient attention is given to 
the.geological and traditional history of 
Kerala; political geography is treated in 
more: than one place; Kerala and. Chera are 
distinguished; the basic blend in culture 
is emphasised. The kingdom of the Itihasic 
hero Udayana was called: Chotturajyam or 
Perunchotiti because of his fame as an almo- 
ner. It is said that contrary to the usual 
belief, the zamorins of Calicut belonged 
toavery ancient family; that Satyaputra 
ruled over north Kerala; that the term Tiya 
is derived from Tissa, King of Ceylon; and 
that the centuries, 5rd to WthA.D., were a> 
golden age, and that the capital of Kerala 
wag Tiruvanchikula—Karur. Why not refer to 
the neighbouring locality of Karuvapatana, 
near Irinjalakuda. Relying on the mention 
of Mannaraja and Samudragupta in the Oana- 

-pattu and identifying Kottura with Mannadu 
and Devarashtra with Tevara near Ernakulam, 
the author envisages the invasion of Kerala 
py Samudragupta and the greateful Mannaraja 
instituted the national festival called 


~ 


Onam. The fortunes of Buddhism ang Jainism 
are followed by accounts of St. Thomas and 


Sankara. Much space is given to the Snakeg . 


of Kerala, snake-shrines, materia medica, 


at 


marriage untouchability, omens, drinks, | 


food, castes and vehicles. The Popular 
assemblies functioned well: Desam, Tara 
(Kara), Nadu and Mamangam (Mahamakham), the 


last being an all - Kerala gathering once in ° 


twelve years. It lasted from eleven to twelve | 


days during summer under the presidency of | 


the most powerful: Prince of Kerala, whose 


position as President of Mamangam continued - 


till its next séssion. The Nambudiris had 
their own assembly called Tali. The author 
discusses the Perumals and their chronology. 
He contends that ancient kerala was a fede- 
ration and rejects the story of the last 
Perumal's partition of kerala and of: his 


conversion to TS AM. esscsssssnere ttasesenceeescscuces 
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